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I. national alactloaa will take pui'eSTDOOMbor . Sre.U.ntiol 
rtc* expected to be close, 

A. Former junta president Admiral Larrasabal, aomlaated by 
Daaocratic Republic*!* Union (OSD) . Yeaesuelan Commie Party 
(PCV) , aad another minor party, 4* favored. 

B. tot Romulo Betancourt, chief of Bemecratic Action <AI», the 
largest party, appears improving his chances of victory, 
and Rafael Caldera, chief of Christian democratic Party, 
also a strong contender . 

II. uniHbl'i acceptance of Waule mpport h»m probobly enbancf 
prestige of Cmmauaist Party. 

A, Commiss in better position penstrats or iaflsence governaei t 
and push for Bloc relations if Larrazabal wins aad estimate® 
Commie vote (five te eight percent of about 8,500,000 voters) 

is decisive. 

1, Larritssbal hse deaied deal with Commiss. 

2, Major parties state they oppose Commie* in future 
coalition, but they also indicate they would consider 
renewal relations oas or more Bloc countries. 

B. C ommu nists may now win mors national and local legislativ# 


seats. 
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III. Military coup »or» likely Miter election. than before and could 

take place H aarloaa inter-party etrife dewlopa In nee ooalition 

government. 

A, top military have non- political role aad their 

intent to safeguard election*. 

1. Larraaaoal or Caldera victory not lively to yrovoAe 

innedlate coup, but Betancourt victory reportedly might 
do «o becauae traditional military hostility to Bemeorni 

Action Party and Betancourt* 

B. Provocative action against the military by radical civilian 
groups , aome of whom poaseee arme, or widespread violence 
during elections could load to military intervention. 
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